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Line

How does the artist use line?

Is it fine (delicate) or bold (strong)? Is it
straight (decisive) or curved (sofi). How
does the artist use line to make objects
appear three dimensional on a flat two
dimensional surface?

The kind of line and how it is used
will act as a blueprint to the composition of
a painting. In Cassatt's painting, the
elliptical curve of the boat and the sail act as
a guide in which our eyes travel upward to
the faces of the subjects. We are forced to
focus on the woman's face by the diagonal
line of the oar and by the man's arm holding
it. The lines converge to achieve
perspective. Diagonals throughout a picture
are a tool to coax our eyes in the direction
the artist intended.

Shape

When discussing shape with your students,
ask them to consider the shapes contained in
the painting:

Are the shapes geometrical or are they
natural?

Are the shapes repeated throughout the
painting bringing balance and rhythm?
How do they all relate to one another?

Are there combinations of shapes or symbols
(such as flags or logos)?

Are they completely devoid of detail but still
recognizable (silhouette)?

Lines combine to make shapes. No
shape can exist alone. As.an example, the
frame containing a picture of a single object
(perhaps a circle) represents the geometrical
shape of a rectangle.

Tt is natural to identify familiar
objects separately without relating them to
one another. The organization of shapes and
symbols combine to make a pattern. It is
this assembly of patterns that define the
composition of a picture. The shapes
contained in Mary Cassatt's painting are all
natural because they are human beings.
Notice how the shapes of the figures and
boat are all defined by the dark boundary of
the dark water.



